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may abolish, at pleasure; and that its members
have no rights, liberties, franchises, property,
or privileges, which the legislature may not
revoke, annul, alienate or transfer to others,
whenever it sees fit.
It will be contended by the plaintiffs that
these acts are not valid and binding on them
without their assent:
1.    Because they are against common right
and the Constitution of New Hampshire.
2.    Because they are repugnant to the Con-
stitution of the United States.
I am aware of the limits which bound the
jurisdiction of the court in this case, and that
on this record nothing can be decided but the
single question, whether these acts are repug-
nant to the Constitution of the United States.
Yet it may assist in forming an opinion of
their true nature and character to compare
them with those fundamental principles intro-
duced into the State governments for the pur*
pose of limiting "the exercise of the legislative
power, and which the constitution of New
Hampshire expresses with great fulness and
accuracy.
It is not much to assert that the Legislature
of New Hampshire would not have been com-
petent to pass the acts in question, and to
make them binding on the plaintiffs without
their assent, even if there had been, in the
Constitution of New Hampshire or of the
United States, no special restriction on their
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